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ACC x Christie’s ARTCO Press Release — English Translation
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Asian Cultural Council and Christie’s jointly presented a special charity auction that included
three artworks by ACC alumni, Cai Guo Qiang (1995) and Liu Wei (2011) and an ACC generous
supporter, Zhang Huan. As a non-profit organization, ACC provides cultural exchange
opportunities and financial support for artists, scholars and art professionals in Asia and in the
United States. Through grants, scholarships, fellowships, public programs, alumni participation
and other cultural exchange activities, ACC is committed to promoting global conversations,
understanding and respect.
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Provided by Cai Guo Qiang, his painting “Peony and Dahlia No.2” was completed in the
exhibition at the Prado Museum in Spain in 2017. It was also his first painting to use gunpowder
of various colors. According to Cai, “Prior to this painting, my gunpowder paintings were mostly
in black and white. In 2016, | began to incorporate colored gunpowder that are normally used
for daytime fireworks display in my creations. The use of colored gunpowder complements with
my project, and it also presents a special journey in my experience with the history of Western
art.”
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Liu Wei’s recent oil painting, “East” (2020), once again demonstrated his iconic use of color,
repetition and minimalism. He used computer software to generate patterns and pixels for his
painting creation. Then, he transferred the image synthesized from the patterns and pixels onto
the canvas. He once described this method he developed in post millennialism as “purely
transforming logic into colors” and “expressing the deep understanding of the complex clues
connecting artists from different eras”. During the process of donating Liu’s artwork, “East”, he
further strengthened his ties with the communities in New York and has also generously
supported ACC’s upcoming grantees.
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The work Zhang Huan provided was his recent masterpiece “Horse No.2” (2019) from his most
prestigious “Incense Ashes” series. For Zhang Huan, incense ashes “is not a substance, but a
collective soul, memory and blessing”. This iconic conceptual art creation was established in
2005 after his return to China and later on, became his unique personal painting style. The
painting “Horse No.2” uses stacks of incense ashes to outline the soft and perishable strokes,
reflecting the aesthetic values from the combination of materialism and spiritualism.
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